[image: image1.jpg]n‘- BROOKLYN i \)< m
> CHiLORENS™ museum 7




Brooklyn Children’s Museum

School Adventure Program

SECRETS OF CIRCLES: ENSO

Pre-visit and Post-visit Activities

Dear Teacher,

We are excited about your upcoming visit to the Brooklyn Children’s Museum, the world’s first museum for children! We are looking forward to working with you and your students during your visit. The enclosed pre/post visit materials are provided to help you prepare your students for participating in and getting the most out of the workshop. It includes learning concepts, vocabulary, discussion questions and activities that you can use as an introduction to Secrets of Circles: Enso program. In addition, we have included post-visit activities that will help you to reinforce and extend the learning back in the classroom.

If you have any questions about our visit or these materials, please contact Reservations at ext. 118.  We look forward to working with you! 

	Eternal Circles

Students discover the Zen Buddhist painting associated with enso, or “circle.” We will explore the Brooklyn Children’s Museum, and find examples of circles throughout our art and artifact collection. Discussing the motivations behind Dharma Art and the eternal meanings of enso, students will learn the history and current practice of calligraphy and Zen painting. 
Meets Social Studies, Arts, & Language Arts standards.

During the program your students will:

1. Explore the Brooklyn Children’s Museum’s extensive collections of art and artifacts.

2. Discover the historic and geographic origins of Zen calligraphy and the meaning behind enso. 
3. Paint! We will collectively paint a single class mural of enso and Zen calligraphy to take back to school.

Learning Components

1. Learn about the geographic and historical origins of enso calligraphy while studying its current usage 

2. Listen and share information in a respectful manner

3. Investigate Collection object in context 

4. Practice artistic creativity using enso calligraphy
Vocabulary Words

Enso: Japanese word meaning “circle,” associated strongly with Zen. Enso circles are used in Japanese calligraphy
Calligraphy: Artistic writing of a language

Minimalist Art: Art that is stripped of everything but its bare essentials that is usually simply and visually striking
Japan: Country in the Pacific Ocean

India: Country in Southeast Asia

Tibet: Nation in western China

China: Country in eastern Asia
Buddhism: A religion based off the teachings of the Buddha, who lived in northern India about 2500 years ago
Zen: A school of Buddhism which emphasizes the attainment of wisdom through direct experience
Discussion Questions

What types of art do you like? What are some examples of art here in school? How is some art different from other art? What are some famous pieces of art you know about? Have you ever seen art that isn’t meant to look like something else, or abstract art? Where is Japan? What do you know about it? Have you ever seen Japanese art or calligraphy? What is Buddhism? Discuss!




	Pre-Visit Activities:

1. Stick Sculpture
To start students thinking about abstract art, creating a minimalist or abstract sculpture out of popsicle sticks and string is a good start! Give each student about 15 popsicle sticks (sizes can vary) and a 5-foot length of yarn or string. Have scissors out for cutting the string, and start building! Sometimes having example pictures of abstract sculptures can give some inspiration. Have each student make their own, learning how to utilize just string to lash sticks together. At the end, have the students put their sculptures on their desks, and they can all get up and look around at each sculpture, as if they were in an art gallery.

2. Japanese Cherry Blossom Calligraphy
Practicing the art of calligraphy, in any language, is specific and challenging. A helpful start to thinking about writing in a different language, using calligraphy, is to practice the physical motions utilized. 
3. Eternal Circle
To start students thinking about circular aspects of our world, hold a discussion on where they find circles in their daily lives. These can range from seeing the moon to more conceptual “circle of life” ideas. Finish this discussion with asking them to paint or draw a picture of their ideas about circles using the motions of Japanese calligraphy.



	Extend the Learning: 

1. Circles in Nature
Take the learning outdoors with a day trip to a park! Many ideas surround enso originate in nature. Whether it is the circle of life, or simply round rocks, our environment has had a tremendous influence on our art. Have your students explore in a small group to find objects that are circular. Students can write these down, or better yet, draw them and report back to each other when finished. 

2. Whoozit!
Have your students stand in a circle. For this game, one person is chosen to be the “Seeker.” After that person leaves the room, another person is chosen to be the “Whoozit.” This player makes constant rhythmic motions that change every twenty seconds or so. For 
example, first the Whoozit might clap his hands, then snap fingers, then pat his head. The other circle members discretely follow along. The Seeker then enters, hoping to figure out which student is the Whoozit. Standing in the middle of the circle, she gets three guesses while the Whoozit tries his best to constantly switch actions without being noticed. From: http://plays.about.com/od/actvities/a/circlegames.htm
3. String Structures
Drag precut lengths of yarn in glue and form them into flat circles and spirals on sheets of wax paper or parchment paper. Allow them to dry. After they are completely dry and hard, gently lift them from the paper and display them by hanging. You can also wrap lengths of yarn coated in glue around a blown-up balloon, overlapping multiple strings. As more strings are added, there will be a web-like appearance. Hang them to dry by attaching a dry piece of yarn or string to the tied end of the balloon. When the pieces of string have completely hardened, pop the balloon. You will be left with a sphere-shaped object. Discuss the difference between two-dimensional circles and three-dimensional spheres.
Read more: http://www.ehow.com/info_7886201_string-art-projects-circles.html



ADDITIONAL READINGS

Enso: Zen Circles of Enlightenment by Audrey Yoshiko Seo
ISBN-10: 0834805758
(http://www.amazon.com/Enso-Enlightenment-Audrey-Yoshiko-Seo/dp/0834805758)

My First Book of Chinese Calligraphy by Guillaume Olive & Zihong He
ISBN-10: 0804841047
(http://www.amazon.com/My-First-Book-Chinese-Calligraphy/dp/0804841047/ref=sr_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1316553691&sr=1-3)
